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chickens. Probably steps will be taken in many states to reduce the percentage of this infection in swine.
The situation is entirely different with hog cholera and so-called necro infections. Pigs affected with these diseases die on the farm where the farmer can see and feel the effects of the loss. It is not unusual to hear of as many as 200 or 300 hogs dying from cholera on one farm. This, of course, is a distinct shock to the owner and also a direct loss which is felt both in the market value of the hogs and the worth of the feed consumed by them up to the time they died. Infectious enteritis and the other forms of necro move much more slowly. These diseases drag over a longer period of time during which many animals lose weight, become stunted, and eventually die.
Influenza, or flu as it is often called, frightens many farmers, but if handled sensibly the losses are seldom severe. Abortion disease and pneumonia take a small annual toll on scattered farms in any given section. The discussion following is direct and the suggestions are thought to be practical, reasonable, and effective. On some points there may be differences of opinion, but these should not hinder acceptance of the main truths.
HOG CHOLERA
Cholera is the most deadly infectious disease of swine. For many years it has been the chief obstacle to profitable swine-growing. It has been widely advertised through educational campaigns, books, bulletins, and lectures, but many do not profit by the experience of others. There is now in existence a simple and relatively safe means of hog cholera prevention, but there is no recognized cure. In spite of this, after the scare of an epidemic is over, the losses are quickly forgotten and herds go unprotected until the disease breaks out again. Hog cholera vaccination is a safe way to prevent losses from this disease. It should be practiced regularly in sections where the disease is firmly established. It is not advocated as a cure. It is merely a form of life